
 

YOUTUBE MUSIC AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENT VENUE ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCE 
#SOSFEST, A THREE-DAY VIRTUAL FESTIVAL TO HELP SAVE INDEPENDENT VENUES 

ACROSS THE U.S. 
 

HOSTED BY REGGIE WATTS WITH AN INTIMATE SET FROM FOO FIGHTERS AND 
PERFORMANCES BY BRITTANY HOWARD, DAVE MATTHEWS, DILLON FRANCIS, THE 

ROOTS, MARSHMELLO & DEMI LOVATO, KELSEA BALLERINI, MILEY CYRUS, MONICA, 
REBA MCENTIRE, SEBASTIÁN YATRA, YG AND MANY MORE  

 

VENUES INCLUDE APOLLO THEATER, EXIT/IN, FIRST AVENUE, RYMAN AUDITORIUM, 
TROUBADOUR, TIPITINA'S, WORLD CAFE LIVE AND MANY MORE 

 

#SOSFEST WILL STREAM LIVE ON NIVA’S OFFICIAL YOUTUBE CHANNEL  
OCTOBER 16-18 AND WILL RAISE FUNDS FOR THE NIVA EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND  

 
 

October 8, 2020 - New York, NY - YouTube Music and the National Independent Venue 
Association (NIVA) today announce Save Our Stages Festival, #SOSFEST, a three-day virtual 
music festival featuring all original content on Friday, October 16 through Sunday, October 18. 

http://yt.be/music/SOSFest
https://www.nivassoc.org/erf


 

The festival will be hosted by Reggie Watts and feature performances from 35 artists recorded 
live from more than 25 independent concert venues across the United States. These artists join 
YouTube and NIVA to amplify the message of NIVA’s Save Our Stages advocacy efforts and raise 
funds for its nationwide, need-based grant program to provide relief to these important members 
of the independent music, comedy and arts community. #SOSFEST will livestream in its entirety 
on NIVA’s Official YouTube Channel with segments simultaneously airing on performer’s Official 
Artist YouTube Channels. Fans can donate directly to the NIVA Emergency Relief Fund,  which 
benefits independent venues in peril, on NIVA’s Official YouTube Channel now. 
 

Watch the #SOSFEST trailer HERE. 
 
An innovative virtual music festival and fundraising event, #SOSFEST will feature original 
performances, content, and commentary from a diverse selection of artists across a variety of 
music genres.  
 
Presented by Bud Light Seltzer which has donated $1 million to venues in need as part of 
#SOSFEST, and with the help of production and livestream partners Big Room and Bulldog Digital 
Media, performances are being shot in some of the nation’s most storied independent concert 
venues, all with the common goal of preserving our nation’s independent venue  infrastructure.  
 
"The smaller music venues and the ones that are really struggling are not only culturally 

important, they are emotionally important,” shared Dave Grohl of Foo Fighters.  
 
“Live concerts are the heart and soul of the music industry so it's critical we do everything we 
can to save independent music venues,” said Lyor Cohen, Global Head of Music at YouTube. “We 
are honored to partner with NIVA and create #SOSFEST which gives fans an opportunity to 
virtually connect with their favorite artists and venues, while doing their part to save these 
cherished stages. YouTube is in it for the long-haul and we hope you are too.” 
 
“Our nation’s most-loved venues are fighting to hold on because they’ve had no revenue since 

they’ve been shuttered by the pandemic in March,” said Stephen Sternschein, NIVA’s board 
treasurer and executive producer of #SOSFEST. “It’s been brutal to watch as scores of them go 
under through no fault of their own while we continue to push for the Save Our Stages Act to 
pass.  #SOSFEST will help save many of our nation’s most vulnerable and treasured venues by 
providing a lifeline to make it through this devastating time as we wait for federal relief. We’re 
beyond grateful for the support from the artists, venues, and production professionals, YouTube, 
Anheuser-Busch, and the countless volunteers who are all making this possible.  Now the public 
has the ability to make a difference, too, by donating to the NIVA Emergency Relief Fund. It’ll be 
fantastic to see the #SOSFEST artists back in our rooms, and I can’t wait to see their 
performances.” 

 

http://saveourstages.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtsSxxdIo3jwfo-1RQ0itPg
https://www.nivassoc.org/erf
http://yt.be/music/SOSFest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgqSV95ZDpk&t=59s
https://www.anheuser-busch.com/
https://www.bigroom.tv/
http://bulldogdm.com/
http://bulldogdm.com/
https://www.nivassoc.org/erf


 

“During this shutdown, all the uncertainties we have and are experiencing have been very 

unnerving and have caused a high level of despair,” said Christine Karayan, owner of Troubadour 
in Los Angeles. “That is why we are so happy and beyond grateful to all the fans and music 
community for banding together to help and to show their support and love to all the independent 
venues across the country.  This is our light and hope in our time of darkness.”  
 
“For nearly 40 years, music fans have had a Bud Light in hand while watching their favorite 

artists perform,” said Azania Andrews Vice President, Consumer Connections at Anheuser-Busch. 
“We have proudly partnered with iconic artists and venues around the country and now we want 
to do our part to ensure that small music venues can remain in business for when we can all 
come together in-person again.” 

 
#SOSFEST will help shape a path forward for independent venues, touring artists and the live 
concert industry. Through YouTube’s sophisticated and far reaching platform, innovation in digital 
fundraising and employment of the most modern safety protocols and production tools for live 
performance to date, lasting changes can be made. 
 
#SOSFEST To Feature Original Performances Recorded Live At Independent Venues: Adam Melchor 
- Hotel Cafe (Los Angeles), Alec Benjamin - Hotel Cafe (Los Angeles) Bea Miller - Teragram 
Ballroom (Los Angeles), Black Pumas - The Parish (Austin), Brittany Howard - Ryman Auditorium 
(Nashville), Brothers Osborne - Mercy Lounge (Nashville), Cautious Clay - World Cafe Live 
(Philadelphia), Dave Matthews - Jefferson Theater (Charlottesville, VA), Dillon Francis - Teragram 
Ballroom (Los Angeles), Dizzy Fae - First Avenue (Minneapolis), FINNEAS - Teragram Ballroom 
(Los Angeles), Foo Fighters - Troubadour (Los Angeles), G-Eazy - The Independent (San 
Francisco), Gus Dapperton - Le Poisson Rouge (New York City), Jason Mraz - Belly Up (San 
Diego), JP Saxe - Troubadour (Los Angeles), Kelsea Ballerini - Exit/In (Nashville), Leon Bridges - 
Troubadour (Los Angeles), Little Big Town - Exit/In (Nashville), The Lumineers -  Boulder Theater 
(Boulder),  Marshmello & Demi Lovato - Troubadour (Los Angeles), Macklemore - Neumos 
(Seattle), Major Lazer - Gramps (Miami), Miley Cyrus - Whisky a Go Go (Los Angeles), Monica - 
Center Stage (Atlanta), Nathaniel Rateliff - Boulder Theater (Boulder), Phoebe Bridgers - 
Troubadour (Los Angeles), Portugal. The Man - Crystal Ballroom (Portland, OR), Reba McEntire - 
Ryman Auditorium (Nashville), The Revivalists - Tipitina’s (New Orleans), Rise Against - Metro 
(Chicago), The Roots - Apollo Theater (New York City), Sebastián Yatra - Amaturo Theater (Ft. 
Lauderdale), and YG - Troubadour (Los Angeles). 
 
Additionally Featured Independent Venues: Preservation Hall  (New Orleans), and 9:30 Club 
(Washington, DC). 
 
To learn more about #SOSFEST visit NIVA’s Official YouTube Channel and stay tuned to 
www.saveourstages.com for updates on the weekend’s full schedule and more!  
 
About NIVA 

http://yt.be/music/SOSFest
http://www.saveourstages.com/


 

Formed at the onset of the COVID-19 shutdown, National Independent Venue Association (NIVA), 
now represents more than 2,800 members in all 50 states and Washington, D.C. These 
independent venues and promoters were the first to close and will be the last to fully reopen. 
NIVA's mission is to preserve and nurture the ecosystem of independent live venues, promoters 
and festivals throughout the United States. To learn more about NIVA’s quest to gain federal 
funding for independent venues, visit https://www.nivassoc.org/take-action.  To learn more 
about the NIVA Emergency Relief Fund, visit https://www.nivassoc.org/erf.  
 

### 
 

For More Information, Please Contact: 
NIVA Press: Audrey Fix Schaefer, audrey@930.com  

/ Leslie Hermelin, lesliehermelin@gmail.com  
YouTube Music Press: Marni Greenberg, marnigreenberg@google.com 

  / Lauren Resnick, Lres@google.com  
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